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Surf Crab (Ovalipes australiensis) Photo Credit Josie Jones CC BY NC

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/3821


https://ala.org.au

https://ala.org.au/


What is this? The map shown represents all 
the occurrences recorded for 
the most commonly recorded 
species in the ALA. What is it? 
(Put your answers in the chat!)
Let’s play!

Hint 1. It’s a bird

Hint 2. It’s a reasonably large black 
and white bird

Hint 3. It is often seen on the 
ground and won’t scare when you 
approach it

Hint 4. It is known to swoop cyclists 
and walkers during breeding 
season

Hint 5. It is the mascot for an 
Australian Rules football team 
(who just won the grand final)!



Australian Magpie
Gymnorhina tibicen

Australian Magpie (Gymnorhina tibicen)
Photo Credit iNaturalist user wingspanner CC BY NC

Over 1.83 million records in 
ALA for this species alone

https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https
://biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/529
1343e-fdeb-4a65-8ba5-
928f5b96acf5

Lots of dots, lots of information!

https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/5291343e-fdeb-4a65-8ba5-928f5b96acf5
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/5291343e-fdeb-4a65-8ba5-928f5b96acf5
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/5291343e-fdeb-4a65-8ba5-928f5b96acf5
https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/5291343e-fdeb-4a65-8ba5-928f5b96acf5








User survey
Online pop-up survey for any users accessing a taxon page

Survey was live for 2 months
1979 total responses

Ghost fungus, Omphalotus nidiformis taken in 2022 during Big Bushfire Bioblitz, NSW
Photo Credit Ely Wallis CC BY



What information do you look for on taxon pages?



Why are you looking for that information?



Recommendations
For users seeking help with identifications

• Allow users to view species distributions 
(not aggregated occurrences) by 
providing modelled distributions and 
ensuring displayed occurrence records 
are vetted by quality.

• Select species images on the overview 
which are accurately identified, high 
resolution, well framed, and 
representative.

• Ensure species descriptions are accurate, 
current, and detailed.

• Provide links to additional resources such 
as keys and help articles on identifying 
species.

For researchers 

• Ensure text descriptions are sourced 
from authoritative providers.

• Respond promptly to data issues when 
raised (e.g. geocoding issues).

• Ensure taxonomic backbone is 
consistent, current and source is 
traceable.



What other  
information 
would be 
useful?

Specific species information
• species biology, life stages, 

ecology, relationships to 
other species, habitat, etc

• Respondents seeking this 
information were not 
looking at Magpie pages! 
But at less well-known 
groups or species that had 
little information



Where can we improve?
Drawing the correct information from Wikipedia

Linking to literature

Variegated Limpets Cellana tramoserica taken in 2023 at Lorne, Victoria
Photo Credit Ely Wallis CC BY



The homonym 
problem - 
Anthrax



Kearney N, Page R (2022) Supplying the Missing Links: Providing immediate access to the taxonomic literature from our 
taxonomic databases. Biodiversity Information Science and Standards 6: e91104. https://doi.org/10.3897/biss.6.91104

Links to literature – where, oh where can they be?

https://doi.org/10.3897/biss.6.91104


What are we doing well?
Indigenous language names

Linking to trait data – AusTraits
Signifying threatened species status

Neptune’s Necklace Hormosira banksii taken in 2023 at Lorne, Victoria
Photo Credit Ely Wallis CC BY



Indigenous Language Names



Plant Traits in ALA - AusTraits



Listed Threatened Species



Thank you

Hinged-Beaked Prawn (Rhynchocinetes serratus) 
Photo Credit Harry Rosenthal CC BY NC
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