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GBIF Published Verbatim Values

6,743 178
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Published Datasets ICS Timescale

> 1,000,000 Data Points



Lower and upper bound of each rank in the Geologic Time Scale

Geologic Timescale Terms

Standardized Vocabulary
GeologicalContext Class: https://dwc.tdwg.org/terms/#geologicalcontext

earliestPeriodOrLowestSystem - latestPeriodOrHighestSystem

Triassic
(~201-252 Mya)

Jurassic
(~145-201 Mya)

https://dwc.tdwg.org/terms/#geologicalcontext


Error Types



Misspellings

Special 
Characters

Different 
Languages

Syntax Errors

“Jurassic?”

“Juraasic”

“Jurassique”



Regional Terms

Biostratigraphic 
Zones

Higher Granularity

Alternate Terms



Synonyms



“recent”

“unknown”

“middle”

Erroneous Values



Mapping Rules

Problem

Action

Misspellings, special characters, or 
non-standardized contextual 

annotations

Omit all and map to corresponding 
valid terms (if the association is clear)

Example “Jurassic” → Jurassic

Incomprehensible misspelling that 
does not correspond to a valid 

value

Set to NULL

“Euronian” → NULL



Terminology Guidelines

❖ These general terminology guidelines are…

➢  Comprehensive
➢  Repeatable
➢ Capable of semi-automation
➢ Conformable to any dataset



Thank You 
for 

Your Time!
If you have any questions, please email me at shedelst@ncsu.edu


