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Taxapad
Yu et al. (2005): 

CD-Rom
Yu et al. (2012): 

CD-Rom
Yu et al. (2016): 

USB Drive

52,307 valid names 

16,810 Synonyms

Biology

Distribution

Taxonomy/Nomenclature



Challenges



41 subfamilies

> 1,601 genera

> 25,000 species

> 1,434 subspecies

> 10,000 synonyms

Too many names...



~20-30 Researchers

European focus

14,284 references

...too few people



1

2

Names and the original publication

Subsequent citations/combinations

3 Asserted distribution

4 Type information

5 Biological associations

6 Images

A modular approach

Minimal Working Unit



Milestones



Milestones
>2,300 in one subfamily

African species completed

3 subfamilies completed

>3,300



Milestones



1485
References with 

PDFs

Milestones



TaxonPages



Community
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In the beginning...
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…now!



Conclusion
Easy Challenging

Convincing the community of the 
usefulness of WID and TW

Convincing the community to at least 
collaborate indirectly

Databases are always “work in progress” 
rather than an “end product”

Navigating TW

Collecting references

Inputting information
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