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Orthoptera Species File  

History  
❖1994-2000: Orthoptera Species File: Daniel Otte, ANSP, Philadelphia 
eight printed volumes 
 
❖1997: Orthoptera Species File Online, OSF: Piotr Naskrecki, Harvard 
 

❖1999: Orthoptera Species File Online, OSF2: Species File Software 
David Eades, Founder Species File Group at INHS 
 
❖2010: Moved to Museo de La Plata, Argentina 
 

❖2023: September, migrated to TaxonWorks 

The Orthoptera Species File is a taxonomic database of the world's Orthoptera 
 



⮚ Community of orthopterists:  
classification worldwide used/accepted 
 
⮚ Full taxonomic and synonymic information 
(29,734 valid species in 2 suborders; 84 families; 
74,552 scientific names) both living and fossil 

 
⮚ Extensive references (523,380 citations to  
16,437 references) 
 
⮚ Images (109,462 images): type specimens;  
specimens in the field; diagnostic characters 
 
⮚ Sound recordings (2,030 sound records) 

 
⮚ Complete type specimen information 

 
⮚ Specimen records (94,916 specimen records)  

Google Analytics: users: the last 28 days 
 
 



❖ Editorial Board: Holger Braun, Maria Belén Cabrera 
Edit/add: References on a daily basis (Zool. Record; Zootaxa; JOR; source directly  sent by 
authors). Add names, sources, images, specimen records. Correct errors.  

Classification and Nomenclature reflect the most recent published information.  
 
❖ Scientific Committee: Hojun Song, Michel Lecoq, Sigfrid Ingrisch, Claudia Hemp, Tony 

Robillard, Hugh Rowell, Holger Braun  
Experts in different taxa of Orthoptera. 
Evaluating committee for the Grants in support of OSF 
Review proposed changes to higher ranks. 
 
❖ Data Management Team: José Pereira and Hernán Pereira (La Plata, Argentina); Species File 

Group (INHS, Illinois, USA)  

Governance 
OSF is managed at three different levels with the Support of the 

Orthopterists’ Society  



TaxonPages: OSF public view 
http://orthoptera.speciesfile.org/ 

TaxonWorks: curatorial tools 
https://sfg.taxonworks.org/ 

 
 

http://orthoptera.speciesfile.org/
https://sfg.taxonworks.org/


TaxonPages 
OSF public view 







OSF public view 
 



OSF Sandbox instance in TaxonWorks 
https://sandcastle.taxonworks.org/ 

 

https://sandcastle.taxonworks.org/








Supporting Transition to TaxonWorks 
 • Workshop: Conducted during the 14th International Congresses of the Orthopterists’ Society, 

just one week ago. 
 

• Monthly Meetings: OSF Focus Group to enhance understanding of TaxonWorks, covering 
topics like using filters; adding collection objects and images. 
 

• Software Manuals: Customized workflows, protocols, and procedures designed for specific 
tasks, accessible through the TaxonWorks Docs link in our Community Documentation. 
 

• Sandbox Practice: A temporary TaxonWorks installation for hands-on practice, testing 
functionality, and skill development. 
 



Feedback from our Orthopterists´community 
Benefits of Transitioning to TaxonWorks 

 
• Advanced Search and Analysis  

• Extremely powerful filtering and reporting functionalities 
• Import and export DwC occurrence data  
• Digitization workflows: Comprehensive specimen digitization task 
• Image handling/ extract metadata/ dropping images /linking to specimens/annotations 

capabilities/ 
• Matrix handling capabilities/Interactive keys/Diagnosis 
• Collaboration and Data Sharing 

• Fostering Research Collaboration 
• Continued Reliability 

• Trusted Resource of Orthoptera Taxonomy 
 

 
 

   



Next steps 

• Continue curating migration errors; Maintain up-to-date classification and 
nomenclature 

• Batch load specimen records from main Orthoptera collections that harbor 
identified specimens 
  

• BBQ Sessions:  
• collaborative development of data matrices for high level taxa 
• OSF major contributors:  batch load their own images and specimen records 

data  
• develop controlled vocabulary: keywords to tag images, sources; data 

attributes; matrices descriptors  
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